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Oakland County 
Unofficial Proposal List 

November 3, 2026 General Election 
 

Proposal Section 

Authority 

Oakland County Zoological Authority 

Renewal of Oakland County Zoological Authority Millage in Support of the Detroit Zoo 

In 2008 and 2016, pursuant to Public Act 49 of 2008, Oakland County voters renewed a 10-year property tax millage to fund 
zoological services through the Oakland County Zoological Authority, supporting animal care for more than 2,000 animals and 200 
species, educational and senior programs, and facility maintenance at the Detroit Zoo. 
 
To continue providing these services, the Authority seeks to renew and restore the millage to the original voter-approved rate of 
0.10 mill (10 cents per $1,000 of taxable value). This proposal would renew the millage at 0.0927 mill and restore the remaining 
0.0073 mill that was reduced due to required rollback, for a total authorized rate of 0.10 mill on taxable real and personal property 
for ten (10) years. 
 
If approved, the millage rate would be unchanged from those approved by voters in 2008 and 2016. Funds will be disbursed to the 
Authority and transferred to the Detroit Zoo as permitted by law. All funds are subject to annual independent audits. It is estimated 
that $8,831,012 will be collected in the first year. 
 
Ballot Question: 
 
Do you approve the renewal and restoration of the levy of 0.10 mill on all taxable property in Oakland County for a period of ten (10) 
years, from 2028 through 2037? 

 
City 

Lathrup Village 

Lathrup Village Library Services Millage Proposal 

Shall the City of Lathrup Village, Oakland County, Michigan, be authorized to levy a new millage of 1.0 mill ($1.00 per $1,000 of 
taxable value), for a period of five (5) years, 2027 through 2031 inclusive, with the revenue to be used exclusively to fund the City’s 
library services contract? If approved and levied in full, this millage is estimated to generate approximately $175,000 in the first 
calendar year of the levy. This millage would be subject to reduction as required by law, including the Headlee Amendment. 

 
Novi 

Capital Improvements Millage 

Shall Section 9.1 of the Novi City Charter be amended to authorize a millage for capital improvements and capital projects, including, 
but not limited to, parks and facilities, land acquisition, pathways, and apparatus (such as fire trucks, heavy equipment), with such 
funds not to be used for operations or payroll, in the amount of 1.0 mills (being $1 per $1,000 of taxable value) for a period of 10 
years, starting with the July 2027 levy and resulting in the authorization to collect an estimated $5,412,997 in the first year if 
approved and levied, to replace an expiring capital improvements millage? 

 
Township 

Commerce Township 

Commerce Township Pathway Bond & Millage 

For the purpose of acquiring and constructing one or more paved non-motorized pathways within the Charter Township of Commerce 
and the Village of Wolverine Lake as described in the Township’s and Village’s Parks and Recreation Master Plans, including their 
design and other related improvements, shall the Charter Township of Commerce, Oakland County, Michigan borrow a principal 
amount not to exceed $18.6 Million dollars and issue Unlimited Tax General Obligation bonds for all or a portion of that amount in 
one or more series payable over not to exceed 10 years from the date of issue? 
 
The estimated new millage to be levied in the first year of the levy is 0.5986 mill ($0.5986 per $1,000 of taxable value) and the 
estimated simple average annual millage rate required to retire the bonds over 10 years is 0.5989 mill ($0.5989 per $1,000 of taxable 
value). 
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Village 

 
 

Local School District 

Royal Oak Schools 

School Improvement Bond Proposition 

Shall the Royal Oak Schools, County of Oakland, State of Michigan, borrow the sum of not to exceed One Hundred Sixty-Five Million 
Dollars ($165,000,000) and issue its general obligation unlimited tax bonds, in one or more series, to pay the cost of the following 
projects to create a modern learning environment for students and for health, safety, security, energy, conservation and other 
purposes: 
 

• Remodeling, equipping, re-equipping, furnishing, re-furnishing school buildings, athletic fields and other facilities; 

• Erecting and completing additions to school buildings and other facilities; 

• Acquiring and installing instructional technology infrastructure and equipment in school buildings and other facilities; and 

• Preparing, developing and improving sites at school buildings, athletic fields and other facilities? 
 
The annual debt millage required to retire all bonds of the School District currently outstanding and proposed pursuant to this ballot 
is expected to be at or below 2.20 mills which is a 0.00 mill increase from the 2.20 mills of annual debt millage levied in 2026. The 
maximum number of years any series of bonds may be outstanding, exclusive of refunding, is not more than fifteen (15) years; the 
estimated millage that will be levied to pay the proposed bonds in the first year is 1.41 mills (which is equal to $1.41 per $1,000 of 
taxable value); and the estimated simple average annual millage that will be required to retire each series of bonds is 2.05 mills 
annually ($2.05 per $1,000 of taxable value). 
 
(Pursuant to State law, expenditure of bond proceeds must be audited, and the proceeds cannot be used for teacher, administrator 
or employee salaries, repair or maintenance costs or other operating expenses.) 
 

Intermediate School District 

 
 

Community College 

Schoolcraft College 

Renewal of Schoolcraft College Operating Millage with Continued Headlee Override 

To renew the millage passed in 2018 for a ten (10) year period, shall the Schoolcraft Community College District, (consisting of the 
Clarenceville, Garden City, Livonia, Northville, Plymouth-Canton and part of the Novi public school districts) be authorized to continue 
levying this millage with Headlee override, which restored the 1986 voter-approved rate of 2.27 mills (about $2.27 per $1,000 of 
taxable valuation), which shall be assessed for ten (10) more years (2029 through 2038, inclusive), without further reduction by Section 
31 of Article IX of the 1963 Michigan State Constitution, for operating purposes of Schoolcraft College. If approved, there would be no 
change in the current millage rate for the Schoolcraft Community College District. This renewal is estimated to generate $50,760,711 
in 2029. 
 


